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THE CONTROL OF STOCK MEDICINES 
J . SH ILK IN , B.V.Sc, H.D.A., Assistant Chief Veterinary Surgeon 
W H I L S T it is generally known that medicines sold for human use are the concern of the 
various health authorit ies throughout Australia and that many precautions are taken to 
ensure that these are both safe and eff icient, it may not be so widely known that the sale 
of preparations for both internal and external use in stock is controlled for the same 
purposes by the veterinary authorities. 
Queensland was the first State to pro-
vide legislation to control the sale of stock 
medicines, in 1933. This was followed by 
Tasmania in 1936, Victoria in 1937, South 
Australia in 1939, and New South Wales 
in 1940. For various reasons Western 
Australia was somewhat slower in having 
legislation approved for this purpose, but 
the Veterinary Medicines Act was finally 
passed in 1953. 
Whilst the legislation of each State 
varies to some extent it is all basically 
similar and designed for the same purpose 
—the protection of the public and the 
animals owned by them. The legislation 
does this in several ways, by preventing— 
• the sale of preparations which 
may be harmful to stock; 
• the sale of new preparations 
before they have satisfied the 
authorities that they will do the 
things claimed by the vendors; 
and 
• the making of exaggerated claims 
about stock medicines. 
The operations of the various State 
Acts are generally controlled by Stock 
Medicine Boards, although the counter-
part in W.A., set up under the Veterinary 
Medicines Act, is known as the Veterinary 
Medicines Advisory Committee. This 
Committee is appointed by the Governor 
on the recommendation of the Minister 
for Agriculture and consists of:— 
the Chief Veterinary Surgeon of the 
Department of Agriculture as 
Chairman; 
the Chief of the Food, Drugs and 
Toxicological Division of the Gov-
ernment Chemical Laboratories; 
the Chief Veterinary Pathologist of 
the Department of Agriculture; 
a veterinary surgeon selected by the 
W.A. Division of the Australian 
Veterinary Association and nom-
inated by the Minister for Agri-
culture. 
The last named member is appointed 
for a period of two years and may of 
course be reappointed. The other mem-
bers remain on the Committee while they 
hold the appointments named above. 
The Chief Veterinary Surgeon admin-
isters the Act on behalf of the Minister 
and preparations are registered or other-
wise by him subject to the recommenda-
tion of the Committee. 
Before any stock medicine, whether it 
be a worm drench, dip, spray, ointment 
or any material intended to be used in 
any way to cure, treat, prevent or 
diagnose disease or to improve the growth 
or condition of stock, is placed on sale to 
the general public it must be registered 
under the Act. 
The first requirement is an application 
to the Chief Veterinary Surgeon by the 
firm concerned giving details of the com-
position of the preparation, the dose rates 
where applicable, the directions for use 
and the claims made for it. Copies of 
labels and literature are also required at 
this time. 
As a protection to the firms concerned 
the Act requires that the details of com-
position of each preparation for which 
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application for registration is made be 
regarded as confidential and this require-
ment is rigidly enforced even between 
State authorities. 
The Committee meets regularly through-
out the year to consider applications for 
registration and each year deals with a 
large number. For example for the years 
ended June 30, 1964, and 1965, the 
Committee dealt with the following 
applications as shown: 
1964 1965 
New registrations approved 122 77 
Reregistrations approved .... 766 761 
Preparations refused regis-
trat ions 32 19 
Registrations deferred .... 8 7 
Total 928 864 
Before applications are actually con-
sidered by the Committee they are first 
thoroughly examined by a senior veterin-
arian of the Department, who acts as 
secretary to the Committee. This exam-
ination may involve the consideration of 
experimental data submitted by the 
company seeking registration, the check-
ing of scientific literature particularly in 
respect of new drugs, the submission of 
applications to specialist officers of the 
Department for their advice, the checking 
of dose rates and recommendations and 
the inspection of labels and literature 
to ensure that the claims are not 
exaggerated. 
The large drug firms maintain efficient 
research organisations for the testing of 
new veterinary preparations and a very 
considerable amount of research is 
extended to such preparations as dips, 
blowfly dressings, worm drenches and so 
on. Details of any research work carried 
out and the results are supplied by these 
firms in support of their applications for 
registration. 
Some of the applications are straight 
forward and simple and a decision as to 
registration or otherwise may be readily 
made. Other preparations, on the other 
hand, and particularly where new drugs 
are involved, may require a good deal of 
examination and consideration before a 
decision can be reached by the Committee. 
Once approved and subsequently regis-
tered by the Chief Veterinary Surgeon, 
stock medicines may be sold to the public 
without restriction. However, to ensure 
that preparations which are not regis-
tered or that registered preparations 
conform to the claims and other matters 
approved at the time of registration, 
provision is made under the Act for the 
appointment of inspectors. For this 
purpose inspectors from time to time visit 
the various firms selling stock medicines 
and keep a check on the preparations 
available for sale. 
The registration of any particular stock 
medicine is only effective to June 30 in 
each year, and re-application is then 
necessary for registration. This provision 
is desirable because should information 
become available during this time that a 
certain preparation has been causing 
adverse effects or that it is inefficient or 
inconsistent with the claims made for it, 
the Committee has the opportunity of 
refusing to continue its registration. 
Whilst this does not occur at all fre-
quently, adverse effects that were not 
apparent in the initial experimental work 
have occasionally shown up after pre-
parations have been widely used in the 
field. 
Apart from registered stock medicines 
it is necessary for veterinarians to have 
access to a large variety of drugs, vaccines 
and other preparations for the prevention 
and treatment of disease in animals. As 
preparations of this type are not available 
for general sale, they do not come within 
the scope of the Veterinary Medicines Act 
and registration is not therefore neces-
sary. The control of ethical preparations 
as they are generally called is achieved 
by means of the Poisons Act which is 
administered by the Health Department. 
However, in respect of certain drugs, 
e.g., antibiotics and sulphonamides, the 
Poisons Act does give the Advisory 
Committee the power to make its own 
decisions as to whether individual pre-
parations may be registered for general 
sale or whether they should be regarded 
as ethical preparations for use by veterin-
arians or available on prescription only. 
The Committee decides these matters 
having regard to the needs of the com-
munity and the dangers of unrestricted 
use. 
It should be emphasised that while the 
registration of a particular stock medicine 
416 
Journal of Agriculture, Vol 6 No 7 1965
confers the right of sale to the general 
public this does not necessarily imply 
that its use is recommended by the 
Department, nor that it is the best pre-
paration for the purposes claimed. All 
that the Committee can be concerned 
with is that a registered stock medicine 
has reasonable efficiency. 
The Veterinary Medicines Act has 
operated very smoothly since its inception 
and in addition to its obvious value to 
the general public who purchase stock 
medicines it also affords some protection 
to the reputable firms from the un-
scrupulous dealers and salesmen who 
were previously active in this field. 
Unbeatable Value! 
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THE GREAT THIRST . . . water, the spur to 
wealth. 
He is the man behind the scenes, the nation's 
backroom boy . . . the man on the land. He 
made it possible for his countrymen to own 
cars, houses, refrigerators and the trappings of 
the day. he forged and moulded the Australian 
way of life from the dry dust of the inland. 
It is in fact true, that in this wide, brown 
continent, progress doesn't go to the dusty out-
back . . . it starts there. For the prosperity 
of our cities and of the men, women and 
children who walk, work and play in them 
stems from a heritage of wealth from the land. 
Today, an all-time high has been reached in 
rural production and the earnings it brings to 
the community at large. The annual retail 
value of food production alone is about £1.100 
million, amounting to 30% of total retail 
sales. Total rural export income this year has 
broken all previous records and accounts for 
a massive contribution of over £1.000 million, 
or three quarters of all exports from Australia. 
But this is only part of the picture. Food 
production will loom large in our future to 
satisfy our growing appetite and expanding 
Asian markets. It is anticipated that our popu-
lation will increase by 24 million in the next 
10 years, and food consumption in Australia 
will, therefore, increase by nearly 25%. Our 
present exportable surplus of food is considered 
as sufficient to feed an additional 3 million 
people, so that even in the short space of 10 
years, Australia will be eating most of its food 
output, unless greatly increased production is 
achieved. Yet, new markets abroad are bright 
with promise . . . 3,000 tons of sultanas and 
2,500 tons of cheese to Japan, condensed milk 
worth £925.000 to Burma, rice to Okinawa, a 
dawning big potential for dairy foods in Asia. 
And, here, a spectre hangs over an otherwise 
bright prospect. Increasing demand for our 
products at home and abroad will need the 
careful management of Australia's one limited 
resource . . . water. The burden of additional 
food production will rest heavily on irrigated 
areas . . . water development will shape the 
extent and pace of our progress. 
Throughout Australia. Hardie's Distributors are 
key men in the Irrigation Industry. They were 
selected for their knowledge, experience and 
capacity to cope with the big tasks ahead. 
They represent Australia's biggest and most 
experienced manufacturer of Irrigation Piping 
and they are ready to give you service at a 
personal level. 
Hardie 's FIBROLITE PIPES 
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